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Minutes: Virtual meeting of MD Two Fifty Commission: Friday, June 26, 2026, 3:00pm
Attendance

Commissioners and designees present: Alexandra Cenatus, Keith Colston, Secretary Jonny
Dorsey, Judi Emmel, Secretary Rebecca Flora, Dr. Joni Floyd, Governor Parris Glendening,
Elizabeth Hughes, Mayor Takisha James, Deputy Secretary Michael Lore, Sandi Olek, Peter Phin
Ramsey, Nick Redding, Emily Oland Squires and William Kelly (representing Elaine Bachmann),
Dr. Tony Ugues, Dr. Linda Weaver and Specialist James Hagerott (representing Major General
Janeen L. Birckhead)

Guests: n/a
Staff present: Michele W. Johnson, Erin Bode, Mary Zell Galen, Angela Rush, Parys Wyatt
Minutes

Chair Glendening called the meeting to order at 3:00pm, and acknowledged two
Commissioner designees who are leaving state service on June 30: Tony Campbell of the
Maryland Military Department and Cindy Miller of the Department of Commerce.

Commissioner Lore read the Land Acknowledgement.

Chair Glendening introduced the minutes from the May 27, 2026 virtual Commission
meeting. No changes were requested. Motion to approve by Commissioner James, seconded by
Commissioner Cenatus, with all in favor.

Director Johnson presented the Director’s update, with an updated meeting and event
calendar including statewide details on July 4" week, ARPA funds expenditure report, Indigenous
community events and powwows funding report, advertising campaign report, Revolutionary
Baseball update including an Orioles 250 game and drone show, and announced the new MD Two
Fifty lce Cream Trail and Revolutionary War Maryland Story Map, now on the Commission website.

Chair Glendening reported that the Executive committee took no votes since the May
meeting.

Chair Ugues presented an update from the Civics working group, with a citizen academy
recognition ceremony at the May 30" Prince George’s 250 Block Party and a well attended session
on citizen academies presented at the annual Maryland Municipal League conference by Mayor
James and Director Johnson. He also shared progress on the MD Two Fifty Civics Moonshot.

On behalf of Chair Caljean, Director Michele Johnson shared an update from the History
working group.

» Commissioner Maclay and Deputy State Archivist Emily Oland Squires spoke on behalf of
Commissioner Bachmann with an update on the Battle of Brooklyn plans on Saturday,
August 22",
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» Commissioner Redding spoke about the Building Communities project.

» Commissioner Chanel Johnson and Emily Oland Squires spoke on behalf of Commissioner
Bachmann with an update on the Black Revolutionary War Patriot monument libation
ceremony and unveiling.

» Director Johnson gave an update on America’s Tapestry, which will be traveling to the
Maryland Center for History and Culture in spring 2028, and there is interest in securing
space in one of the legislative buildings in Annapolis during the 2028 session.

On behalf of the co-chairs of the Communications, Fundraising, and Events committee,
Commissioner Lore presented a series of recommendations from the June 22" meeting.

» A proposal from the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives and the Governor’s
Commission on African Affairs recommended by the committee was deferred to the
Executive Committee pending requested edits.

» A proposal from the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives and Governor’s Commission
on Middle Eastern American Affairs, was recommended to the Commission. This proposal is
a $5,000 request for a sponsorship of a stage at the Washington Folk Festival at Glen Echo
Park. Governor Glendening called for a motion to approve (Secretary Flora), a second
(Commissioner Redding), and a vote (all in favor) with Commissioner Colston
abstaining.

» A proposal from the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives and the Governor’s
Commission on Caribbean Affairs, was recommended to the Commission. This proposal is a
$2,500 request for a Sponsorship of Voices of the Diaspora: Caribbean-American Civic
Engagement in Maryland’s Next Chapter. Governor Glendening called for a motion to
approve (Secretary Flora), a second (Secretary Dorsey), and a vote (all in favor), with
Commissioner Colston abstaining.

» A proposal for a signature event, the MD Two Fifty Statewide Multicultural and Service
Celebration, on Saturday October 17" with the venue being finalized. This is a $75,000
request, for an event led by the Commission with partners including the Governor’s Office of
Community Initiatives and its various Commissions, the Maryland Commission on African
American History and Culture, the Maryland Commission for Women, the Department of
Service and Civic Innovation, the Maryland Municipal League, the US Naval Academy
Women, the Maryland Civic Education Coalition, and other partners. Governor Glendening
called for a motion to approve (Mayor James), a second (Dr. Ugues), and a vote (all in
favor) with Commissioner Colston, Secretary Dorsey, and Commissioner Chanel
Johnson abstaining.

Following announcements, there was no one from the public in attendance to provide comment.
Governor Glendening wished the Commission a meaningful Fourth of July week, and then called
for a motion to adjourn (Commissioner Colston) and a second (Secretary Flora) with all in favor of
adjourning.

Respectfully submitted,
Michele W. Jobinson, Director



